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Parsons Green Primary School
Parent Council Meeting
Tuesday 20th January 2026
Time: 19.00 

Present: Hilary Roberts (chair), Dan Darwin-Clements (treasurer), Katy Muir (secretary), Alys Campbell (volunteer - uniform rail), Karen Antal (volunteer - library), Susan Cochrane (HT), Hilary Connor (climate subcommittee), Jessie Dahl (P6 parent), Nikki Isles(P5 parent), Chi Wai (P3 parent), Katie Hawkins (P6,4,2 parent), Harpreet Palray (parent).
Apologies: Katie Morris (vice-chair)
Action Points
Playground:
PC to advertise playground sub-group opportunity on WhatsApp community.
Susan will approach Scotplay about ground painting, as lead time is lengthy.
There is £5k for immediate playground spend on “quick wins”.
Other:
Susan to explore tartan bunting for the ceilidh.
Susan to add “Stikins” to the P1 parent pack
PC to promote smartphone surveys (Susan will share via newsletter).
PC to raise awareness of the pupil support officers.



Addendum 22/01/2026
Following further reflection and discussion among the PC members, it was agreed to make more funds available immediately for playground improvements.
	More benches (4-6 in total) @ £400-£500 each
	£600 for nursery playground 


Agenda

1. Questions Invited
Question from Katie Hawkins regarding the lack of a designated PE teacher and council funded music tuition. She highlighted the disparity between PG and the other cluster primary schools e.g. Towerbank.
Susan responded: This is due to the number of pupils on the roll. The school had a PE teacher when there were 14 classes, there are now only 11 and the school budget is decreased accordingly.  The same goes for music tuition. Susan highlighted the opportunities presented to children across the school e.g cello, Youth Music Initiative from P1-5, which includes ukelele in P4-5.

2. Celebration of achievements

Susan: Nursery and P1 have had a successful application to attend free RSNO concert at the Usher hall. This means all year groups from nursery -P7 have had a cultural moment this year.

Hilary Roberts: New events like the  scarecrow trail and winter puzzles have been a success
Hilary Connor: The rainbow hampers in the winter fair were a big success, and the token system at the events is working well.
Jessie Dahl: There have been improved links with Friends of Meadowfield park.

3. Treasurer’s Report
Dan Darwin-Clements
For full accounts see report: PGPC_Accounts_Mgt_v9.xlsm
A few items not yet in accounts:
IN - £600 in from council, 
OUT - Welfare fund transfer £1500 to be actioned.
Always keen for  more opportunities for passive or low effort income streams. It is worth advertising the Stikins. Susan will add this to the P1 pack.
Supermarket token fundraising may be possible at the Tesco garage.

4. Playground/Susan’s update

See slides PC-HT-Report-Jan2026.pdf

Highlights
The school has earned a new badge - Digital Schools award.
Continuing to prioritise reading for pleasure, there will be work based around world book day.
Staff engaging with “Edinburgh learns” this is Council-run professional learning for teachers. 
Susan keen to raise awareness of the Learning community inclusion support team (LCIST). This includes pupil support officers (PSO). They are planning coffee mornings to increase parental engagement. They can support certain aspects of school e.g Transition P7-S1. There are posters and QR codes on the front door, or through the school office. Susan’s ask to publicise this service.
School continues to aim for its green flag, this will link to the playground developments. 

Playground
Recap of the playground review – as per Susan’s slides, see also minutes of November meeting. 
1. Wooden posts for sails – pending costs
2. Repainting the ‘map’ – Also road markings and games painted elsewhere (£1300 minimum spend)
3. Storage in P1-P2 pitches – Susan has costed some equipment, see below.
4. Trim trail – not costed. Should be different from the meadowfield playpark facilities.
5. Replacement for P3-7 items and other modern art equipment – ideas welcome
6. Natural wood play structure
7. Mural - ? creative parents, ?involve languages, ?involve Porty high pupils
8. Replace rotting planters

Susan shared the website for the council’s vision for school grounds.
Outdoor spaces
This includes guidance on the planning and approval process that must be complied with.
playground-development-guidance.pdf

Other suggestions
Children keen for shelter but limited by open playground and antisocial behaviour.
Allotments suggested in the past but concerns about watering/maintenance.
Are there options to soften the top pitch surfaces (to avoid skinned knees)? May form part of the painting process. 
Can the children’s artwork be displayed in the playground in “display cases”. Outdoor chalkboard. Marine ply boards painted with chalk paint. Chi Wai to explore these possibilities. 

Susan has costed some play equipment: Equipment set £139, ropes £36, Footballs x12 £80, Hoops 20-40, benches (no back) £350 - £600

It was agreed by all those in attendance to approve £5000 for immediate playground spending by Susan on the following:  Ground painting, bench, storage container plus contents, plus chalkboard paint.

Dan suggested if the PC is holding cash, a plan should be made to assign this to a target item. This could be supported by a fundraising prompt, e.g. fundraising thermometer.

There is a need to form a playground subgroup – Karen and Alys volunteered for this. In addition, recruitment to this group should be advertised via WhatsApp community. 

Potential Suppliers (council approved procurement)
Scotplay (Minimum spend £1300, children are keen on tracks and trails and sports markings)
Adventure Products – SPORTS AND PLAYGROUND SERVICES UK LTD
Adventure Trails 2023 S&PS HR.pdf  (These are easier and cheaper to install on grass)
Clamber Stacks 2023 S&PS HR.pdf (?for P1/2 area, open ended play options. New structure cannot exceed the height of the current structures due to the specialist impact surface in situ)
YPO Brand | YPO
Primary School & Early Years Teaching Resources | Findel Education


5. Ceilidh
Karen: Event this Friday from 4-5.45pm. Sound and dance calling provided by “Ceilidh Kids” then people to bring a dish to share after the dancing. Encouraging people to bring their own dishes/cutlery to avoid disposable options. Free, ticketed. Roughly at capacity. Alys and Clara are supporting Karen with set up, with access to the hall at 3pm. Susan will explore tartan bunting by the children. 

6. Climate sub committee
Hilary Connor:
Vero reestablishing food waste monitoring at lunchtimes
Committee continuing to support green flag work for the school.

7. Smartphone free childhood
Hilary Connor:
Currently very hot topic across all levels of government. Awaiting news of city council meeting that took place today. 
There are surveys being circulated scoping attitude to phone in schools. There are staff, parent and child surveys (Susan will share in newsletter).
Smartphone consultation for parents/carers: 
Mobile Phones in Schools - Parent/Carer survey - City of Edinburgh Council - Citizen Space
And for pupils: 
Mobile Phones in Schools - Pupil survey - City of Edinburgh Council - Citizen Space
Papaya – Event at Towerbank, 10th Feb at 6.45pm, open to all the cluster primary schools.

8. AOB
Events upcoming – dress down day, fundraising walk, summer fair, volunteer social event at end of year.

Susan advised there is new school uniform guidance from the Scottish Government. Schools can no longer promote uniform suppliers. The school website has been updated to reflect this. 
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