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Parsons Green Primary School
Parent Council AGM
Wednesday 9th September 2026
Time: 19.00 (after meet-the-teacher)

Present:
Hilary Roberts (Chair), Dan Darwin-Clements (Treasurer), Katy Muir (Secretary), Alex Lumsden (Communications volunteer), Alys Campbell (uniform rail), Karen Antal (library volunteer), Iain Thom (P3/4 parent), Hilary Burwell (P5 parent), Harpreet Palray (P6/5, P2 parent), Bev Randall (P1B, P5 parent), Clara Bessos (P4 parent), Susan Cochrane (Head teacher), Jennifer McGowan (Deputy Head teacher)
Apologies: Katie Morris (Vice-chair)  

1. Welcome/Introduction
Recap of 2025/26:
Slides available here: AGM presentation
Events
Halloween: New format for this event which was very successful with positive parent and school feedback. This event was led by a school Dad and the aim is for another “Dad-Led” spooktacular this year.
Scarecrow trail: Really successful wider community event. Katie Morris intends to run this again this year. Parent council will explore how to better use QR codes for fundraising and sharing the trail map.
Flora’s Cartwheel Challenge: A lovely pupil achievement that generated lots of excitement in the school.
Winter Fair: Another successful event. The fundraising model, partnering with P7 collaboration worked very well. The parent council strongly supports this model going forward. 
Summer Fair: Partnered with P6 to start their “P7 fundraising” early. Again, the parent council suggests this as an on-going collaboration. 
Garden Tidy: Well supported event promoting school community and environment. 
Raffles and fundraising walk remain reliable events for support and funds.
Community focussed, free-to-attend events like Burns night, Brind a dish and Bollywood dancing.

Playground Update
Playground order has been submitted and installation is expected by end of financial year. Grounds painting is expected to take place prior to playground installation. 
The parent council has recently received two grants in relation to the wildlife garden and environmental projects. Council chair has recently met with the ranger from Historic Environment Scotland for input with the second grant.
Extra-curriculars
The parent council would like to celebrate that all parent council organised extracurricular classes were up and running in the first week of school!
Breakfast club: There is continued interest in whether a breakfast club is viable at the school. The most recent scoping of interest suggested insufficient numbers. There is a sense that there may be more demand in the lower end of the school now. The school is exploring different models of how this might work. 
It may be worth reaching out to local childminders who may also have an idea of demand for pre-drop off care. 
Subgroups
Smartphone free childhood: This subgroup continues to work with local stakeholders and welcomed the recent change in legislation. 
Jennifer reports a significant drop in phones/smart watches in school. Ongoing work with Grace Murray Cavanagh collaborating with the subgroup. If possible please continue to share details of this initiative in the school newsletter.
Climate subgroup: Lots of climate went on last year. Pupil walk around for wildlife garden input. Farmer visit, Wind turbine making. 
ASN group: Neurodiversity week celebration. On-going coffee mornings. Mrs Hargreaves is keen to collaborate with this group.

Susan expressed the school’s thanks to the parent council for the work carried out last year. 
2. Fundraising
Treasurer’s report
Slides available here: Treasurer's presentation
Summary accounts available here: Summary Accounts
Invoices awaited for some liabilities (benches, sinking fund and P6 fund)
Going forward P7 fundraising accounts will be managed by parent council treasurer. 

Fundraising highlights last year included: Generous parent and corporate donors, successful events, plant sale by Alex Lumsden, bike sale. 
Recent events: Over £500 wild hair day.
Question from Hilary Burwell: How is allocation of funds managed for different funding streams?
Answer: This can be tracked via QR code, parent pay and acc reference for bank transfers. 

Susan seeking money for the Welfare fund. There was a payment of £1500 late last year. Susan and Dan will liaise regarding the paper trail for this. 

Discussion around the welfare fund and  funding families in receipt of school meals and also those who don’t qualify but may have financial hardship. Parent council to consider a policy for funding certain circumstances, such as helping families with twins (for example double camp cost is significant). Hilary will explore this.

3. Election of officers
Thanks to out-going Vice Chair Katie Morris in her absence, gift from parent council will be delivered by Alys. 

Election of Chair: Hilary Roberts. Nominated by Katy Cox. Seconded by Alys Campbell.
Election of Vice-Chair: Alys Campbell and Karen Antal as co-vice-chairs. Nominated by Hilary Roberts. Seconded by Clara Bessos and Hilary Burwell.
Election of Treasurer: Dan Darwin-Clements. Nominated by Hilary Roberts. Seconded by Alex Lumsden and Hilary Burwell.
Election of Secretary: Katy Muir. Nominated by Hilary Roberts. Seconded by Hilary Burwell.
Alex Lumsden will continue to support the parent council communications in an unofficial capacity

4. Headteacher update
Update from Jennifer:
Reports a nice start to the year. Children are very engaged with new school values. Lots of interest in the school badge interest.
Activities like tennis and the P7 Screen Scotland filmmaking have started well. There is also planned National galleries work throughout the year. 
There has been roll out of iPads to P6 and P6/5. The digital officer is in the school over-seeing the set-up closely.
Question from Harpreet: Will accessibility be covered with iPads?
Answer: There are existing settings for kids who have a known accessibility requirement. 
P6 attended a city-wide outdoor learning event yesterday in Holyrood Park 
School considering theatre/panto attendance this year. Alys will explore/price the panto at Portobello Town Hall and share with school.

Update from Susan:
The Parsons Green Summary for Parents document will be shared in the newsletter this week.
The school are using a new maths programme. White rose maths, CPA: Concrete pictorial abstract to encourage flexible thinking. Staff due to do training on this.
Susan would like to raise the profile of attendance rates again. See the stats in the summary. School aiming for 95% of attendance. 

5. AOB
Northfield Community Council event, seeking choir. Susan will explore this. Event details will be shared in the newsletter.

6. Date of next meeting:
Tuesday 10th November 2026
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